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other churches and from other denominations 
are having the same conversations.  Perhaps I 
am making a bit too much of this, but I would 
like to challenge us to change our thinking.  
Instead of looking for our needs to be met, why 
donôt we acknowledge that God has already 
given us everything that we need.  (In fact, most 
of us have more than we need!)  Instead, why 
not ask ourselves, ñWhat gifts has God given 
me to be used in this parish?  How can my wit-
ness bring others closer to Jesus?  To what call-

ing is Jesus asking me em-
brace?  How can I be a 
more faithful follower of 
Jesus in this place?ò 

You see, it is my belief that 
we are not here to have our 
needs met, but to follow 
Jesus.  We are not here for 
us but for Him.  When we 
fully comprehend this and 
embrace the truth of this 
reality, I believe that the 
power of the Holy Spirit 
will be unleashed in this 
parish in amazing ways that 
we cannot even begin to 
fathom.  I donôt know about 
you, but I for one would 
love to see what that looks 
like at Saint Margaretôs. 

This church is a special place because of you, 
its people.  You are faithful and dedicated.  I 
believe that Jesus has called each of you here 
for a reason.  He has equipped you with gifts to 
be used in the name of Jesus for His purposes.  
Let us each be empowered to use our spiritual 
gifts in such a way that Godôs kingdom truly 
becomes a reality in this place.  
Let our witness be to love Jesus, 
love our neighbors, and bless the 
world! 
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One of the pleasures that I have as your rector is sit-
ting down with parishioners, both new members and 
those who have been here for years, and visiting.  It is 
one of the things that I enjoy most about this church.  
Whether it be to help resolve an issue or just to catch 
up, I love the times where I can sit and just be with 
others to hear their hopes and dreams, their struggles 
and challenges, and hear of the joys and celebrations 
in their lives. 

One of the common themes that I often hear in my 
conversations with members, 
especially those who are new to 
Saint Margaretôs, goes some-
thing like this; ñWe chose Saint 
Margaretôs because it meets my 
and my familyôs needs.ò  To be 
completely open with you, I 
find this phrase both comforting 
and challenging.  Comforting, 
because I am grateful that all 
the faithful and hard work that 
goes into our liturgies and pro-
grams are touching peopleôs 
lives and are actively working 
within their hearts to forge a 
closer relationship with Jesus.  
Challenging, because Iôm not 
yet convinced that the church 
primarily exists to meet its 
memberôs needs.  It is certainly 
my hope that our liturgies are 
reverent and offer the space to encounter the Divine, 
and the staff and lay leaders work very hard to pro-
vide programs that allow for the flourishing of our 
faith in Jesus.  But more than that, Saint Margaretôs 
and the Church universal exists for something deeper 
and far more important.  The Church is a place where 
the faithful followers of Jesus, rejoicing in the fact 
that God has already fulfilled all their needs, embrace 
their God given spiritual gifts for the building of the 
Kingdom of Jesus on earth as it is in Heaven. 

This is not a sentiment that is unique to just our par-
ish.  Other clergy that I have spoken with from 
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Special thanks Dana Plateô,  
Assistant to the Rector for      
Preschool Ministries, and her 
team of dedicated teachers who 
guided 74 preschoolers through 
another successful year of learn-
ing and growing. 

28 graduates will move on to kindergarten 
in the fall and our school will be welcoming 
another group of 74 preschoolers after La-
bor Day.  

A very special thank you and congratula-
tions to FIVE preschool staff members with 
5+ years of service  

§ Allison Maher  

§ Kathy Clapp  

§ Tracey Johnson 

§ Lori Manalis  

§ Jennifer Pohorence  

  Another       year for Preschool! 

Saint Margaret's Preschool offers classes for ages 2-5 

years and runs September -May, Monday -Thursday.  

We use a literacy and faith based curriculum in all 

classes.  Please contact our Assistant to the Rector for 

Preschool Ministries, Dana Plat® for more infor-

mation and to schedule a tour. 704-288-3430 or email                        

preschool@saintmargarets.net. 
 

  UPDATE 
Thanks to our Outreach & Missions Team 

volunteers for their continued help and support 

of the Union County Community Shelter.  65 

people were cooked for and served in late May.   

The next ñcook & serveò day is set for Tues-

day, July 25th.  

Questions, please contact Karen Schaphorst 

at karen@schaphorst.com 

mailto:karen@schaphorst.com


 

   Fr. Litoõs Letter 
by The Reverend Father Lito Santos+ 

Assistant to the Rector for Pastoral Care & Christian Formation 
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 From the Deaconõs Desk          
ÂÒÕÎÏΊÓÁÉÎÔÍÁÒÇÁÒÅÔÓȢÎÅÔ 

by The Reverend Suzanne Lee Bruno                                                                                                    

Assistant to the Rector for Outreach & Missions 

Blessings, 

As we move into summer and enjoy the various opportunities 

the warm wonderful days offer, we make plans for trips and 

adventures with our families. I wonder - what if ï we add some-

thing significantly spiritual to our summer planning? What if 

we invite and let the Spirit of God be our companion this 

summer? What if we spend a little time each day during 

summer and beyond ï breaking open and reading the Word 

of God and allowing our prayers to be inspired and Spirit 

filled?  

Jesus tells us to hold to his teaching. He calls us to faithfulness 

and dedication. Our current culture loudly protests and demon-

strates a counter call that highlights pushbacks and untruth that results in division, anger and fear. Sadly, our culture impacts us 

nowadays more than the Gospel. The Gospel seems to fail in creating a new mind and heart in our times. 

Jesus calls us to align our life to Godôs purposes and find genuine freedom in our reliance on God alone. We need to be truly 

different than the culture we live in. We need to transform and inspire our culture into the lofty order of love and healing which 

Jesus proclaimed till the very end of his earthly life. His offer to all of us is simply divine friendship (John 15:15) so that we 

ñknow the truth, and the truth will set us free.ò (John 8:32) 

May your summer days be joy filled amidst your families and friends. Enjoy the care free times with them but remember to 

enrich your days with Godôs word and teaching.  
 

Be safe in your travels, stay healthy and remain steadfast in the Spirit of God. 
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  -Fr. Lito+ 

 What is your anchor? 

What keeps ñyour boat afloatò when you feel overwhelmed, discouraged, worried, or restless?  We read in the Gospels about Je-
sus going up the mountain or down by the seashore for time alone to regroup, to be calmed. Where do you go or what do you do to calm 
your heart and mind? 

 Recently I had a very enjoyable visit to the home of one of St. Margaretôs shut-ins. During our Holy Communion time we dis-

cussed this topic as it happened to be the focus that day of Forward Day by Dayôs reflection on Hebrews 6:19 ñéa sure and stead-
fast anchor of the souléò  She is recovering from cancer, and her ñgo to placeò is her back deck, which overlooks a lush group of 
trees. There she is struck by nature, and all that she sees, hears, smells and feels as she surrenders her restlessness to the magnificence of 
what surrounds her: ñI realize how I am only one small part in the incredible vastness of Godôs creation and I find solace in Him through 
what I experience around me.ò 

 She is a ñmountain person;ò I am a ñbeach personòéit is there that I find the stillness of my heart and mind when I ponder the 
awesomeness of the ocean and all that dwells therein.  Last month Paul and I ventured to Hilton Head Island for the first time, thanks to a 
condo that a parishioner offered for the live auction at St. Margaretôs Hearts for Hope fundraising event. One morning we took a mini-
cruise around the island that was focused on Dolphins and Nature. The captain shared with us two facts about dolphin that I had never 
heard and served to underscore the wonder and genius-ness of our God: first, baby dolphin are born tail first, otherwise they would drown 
before fully birthed. Secondly, the first sound a baby dolphin hears from its mother becomes its name, so that when the mother dolphin 
wants her offspringôs attention, she makes that sound, and it responds as our children do to their name. Every aspect of nature that sur-
rounds us, sometimes annoys us, has its purpose and uniquenesséand holds the potential to be 
ñmarvelous in our eyes.ò I remember in high school biology how amazed I was when I dissected my 
first frogéhow perfectly organized the organs were in this creatureôs bodyéI can only imagine the 
wonder of our own!   

 ñHow weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them.ò (Ps. 139:17) 
Summer is upon us; schedules that ground us during the year are interrupted with vacations, out of 
town visitors, children home from school, longer days. Inherent in summer is flexibilityéand the 
need to be flexible can lead to being overwhelmed by the unexpected, restless for the ñnormal rou-
tineò, worried about added expenses.  

What is your anchor? 

        Open your eyes to the wonder of God that surrounds youé 

                                                                    See creation afreshéand be at peace. 
 -Deacon Susie      
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